




, a 

decendant of the Carter Famil started the recording 

studio. owned and operated 

the studi before it was sold and updated in 1998. Ralph 

The Clinch Mountain Boys, Doc Watson, and Kenny 

Chesney have recorded music here. 

Flatt

has within the recording industry.



Original Bristol tract of 
1,946 acres of land granted 
to Colonel James Patton

Land was laid out, 
maps were made, 
and lots were sold

Tennessee and 
Virginia Railroads 
made it to Bristol 

East Hill Cemetery 
developed on land 
owned by Colonel 
Samuel E. Goodson

Center of town’s main 
thoroughfare declared 
the state line 

State Street 
is established

Bristol’s fourth train 
station is built and 
named Union Station

The Bristol Sign 
is erected as a 
symbol of unity

Tennessee 
Ernie Ford is 
born in Bristol

Confederate Soldier 
Monument erected

Bristol Sessions 
Occurs and Country 
Music is Born

Paramount
Center for the 
Arts opens

Hank Williams 
Sr. dies 

Plans are made to build 
Bristol Motor Speedway

Classic Recordings 
is established

Paramount Center 
re-opens after $4 million 
restoration

Congress declares Bristol 
the Birthplace of 
Country Music

Cumberland Square Park/
Veterans Memorial is dedicated

Big Meet Camp–a gathering 
of Native American Hunters

Bristol Celebrates 150th 
Anniversary and “Believe in 
Bristol” receives Main Street 
designation

Founding 
of Bristol

Fort Shelby started 
by Gen. Evan Shelby 

Special thanks to the Bristol Historical Association, 
Bud Phillips-Historian, Birthplace of Country Music 
Alliance and the Bristol Herald Courier for allowing 
us to use photos and images.


